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or world religion; is well established. The Gospel
of Mark had now to be fitted into the forms and
categories of that Catholicism. The " Son of God"
changed its ethical for a metaphysical meaning; the
"little flock" became an ecclesiastical polity; its
elders, or presbyters, priests; its overseers were
pontiffs; its spiritual, a juridical government; its
chief bishop, an Imperator and Pontifex Maximus ;
its love-feast, an elaborate liturgical sacrifice; its
simple decencies, mysterious sacraments.

To talk of all this as a corruption or perversion of
Christianity, without discrimination, is to suppose
that " pure Christianity " is a religion, and not merely
a quality or factor of religion; it is to suppose that
the Jewish religion of Jesus is of the substance and
essence of Christianity. No theology or ethical code
is of its substance, but only the truth. So far as
Judaism holds truths, like monotheism and the spirit-
uality of God, it is of the essence of Christianity. But
so far as the empire religion held other elements of
spiritual religion, it was equally Christian. Its sacer-
dotalism, legalism, and superstition were not, and are
not, more alien to Christianity than those of Judaism.
Against these diseases the Spirit of Christ struggles
equally in one and the other, and in the little
measure that it struggles successfully that religion
approximates to the unattainable ideal, not of "pure
Christianity," but of a purely Christian religion.
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We must therefore invert the ordinary explanation
of surviving pagan institutions and traditions in the